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With The Times: New Vistas in
Vocabulary Development

Ravindra B. Tasildar

ABSTRACT

Newspapers form the most current teaching materials for English Language
Teaching (ELT). Apart from teaching basic language skills, English language
newspapers can also be used to develop the vocabulary of Indian learners
of English as Second Language (ESL). Some ELT practitioners have
provided tips on how newspapers can be used effectively to teach English
in the Indian context. In this paper, I will attempt to assess whether this
rich resource can be tapped to introduce the semantic aspects of neologisms
in the Indian classroom. This paper is divided into two parts. In the first
part, I will explore the potential for teaching different aspects of vocabulary
through newspapers. In the second part, I have found some lexicographical
aspects in newspapers. | have also suggested some classroom activities.

Keywords: Dictionaries, ELT materials, newspapers, neologisms, vocabulary
development

INTRODUCTION

Newspapers, being economical and easily available, are a source of interest for
the English Language Teaching (ELT) practitioners. Being authentic texts, they
can be used not only to teach skills such as reading and writing, but also to
develop the vocabulary of Indian learners of English as Second Language (ESL).
Taking into account the importance of Indian newspapers in English in vocabulary
development of ESL learners, I will attempt to show through this paper how they
can be used an effective tool to teach minor forms of word formation. I will also
try to see whether this rich resource can be tapped to introduce semantic aspects
of neologisms. At times, updated editions of the dictionaries reach the market late
and from there to college libraries. When the acquaintance of neologisms to the
ESL learners through dictionaries is delayed, newspapers may fill the gap and
function like dictionaries. I will attempt to locate the lexicographical aspects of
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some words in newspapers which are useful for vocabulary development.

STUDIES ON THE TEACHING OF VOCABULARY

Teaching vocabulary through tasks is not new to ESL teachers (Allen, 1983;
Morgan & Rinvolucri, 1986). In the Indian context, several practicing teachers
have reported their classroom experiences. Considering the current research and
practices of teaching vocabulary, Anuthama (2010) explains three innovative
classroom practices of teaching vocabulary—the ripple effect, using colour to
teach vocabulary and the word wall approach. Sheikh (2011) also makes some
suggestions to the teachers with regard to enhancing their students’ vocabulary. In
the discussion on techniques of teaching vocabulary Bernabas (2011), emphasizes
on contextual teaching of vocabulary items such as collocations and phrasal
verbs, among others. Kohli (2012) shares some classroom experiences of dealing
with the challenges encountered by learners, and provides strategies to develop
the vocabulary of Indian learners. Working with the students of Post-Graduate
Diploma in Business Management, Pillai (2013) shares the results of interactive
teaching methods such as games to develop their vocabulary.

Some researchers have also shown how newspapers can be used as authentic
materials to teach English in India. Making use of supplementary materials
such as medicine labels, old railway timetables and newspapers, Kushwaha
(2008) illustrates how tasks can be developed using these low cost materials
to teach English to ESL learners. Jadhav (2011) develops support materials to
teach English using cartoons, newspaper middles, crossword puzzles, anecdotes,
proverbs, etc.

VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT THROUGH NEWSPAPERS

English language newspapers can be very effective in teaching basic language
skills as well as in developing the vocabulary of ESL learners. In an empirical
study carried out by Lee and Morrison (1998) to verify the role of newspapers
in developing autonomous language learning skills, newspaper articles were
considered both as learning and practice materials. Sanderson (1999) has shown
how almost every aspect of a newspaper—news headlines, editorials, cartoons,
articles, matrimonials, classifieds, TV guides, weather forecasts and horoscopes—
can function as ELT material. While exploring how newspapers can be used to
develop English language skills at all levels of learning and taking into account
the main ingredients of newspapers, Mehta (2010), and Patil & Choudhury (2012)
suggest classroom activities to enrich the vocabulary of the ESL learners through
the use of newspaper middles and cartoons.

Along the lines of these exploratory studies, in the present research I will consider
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the potential of newspapers as a tool to teach minor forms of word-formation,
especially neologisms. I will also analyze some lexicographical aspects in Indian
newspapers in English which are useful for vocabulary development. The Indian
daily The Times of India (TOI) is considered here as an example and almost all
the references in this research paper are taken from the newspaper headlines,
articles, cartoons and jokes of the TOI, Sunday Times of India (STOI), and the
supplements - The Speaking Tree and Times Life, Pune.

NEOLOGISMS

Neologism refers to a newly coined word or expression. Newspapers carry a
number of neologisms such as “Attractology” (Z7imes Life, 2017) and “Poplomacy”
(TOI, 2018). In fact, every part of a newspaper plays an active role in creating
neologisms. Cartoons, jokes, news headlines and news items provide ample
teaching materials for every aspect of vocabulary, from affixation to minor forms
of word formation including clippings, blends, borrowings, etc. This has been
studied by several researchers in the mass media. Nam et al. (2016) studied 938
words in the Korean mass media over a span of ten years, from 2005-2015,
for their inclusion in the dictionary. They concluded that only 27 per cent of
neologisms are consistent in usage. With the view that neologisms are a means
of updating the lexicon, Kadoch (2013), studied the frequency of occurrence of
neologisms in two British dailies—The Guardian and The Daily Mail, from the
end of 2011 to the first two months of 2013. Kadoch analysed various ways of
creating neologisms in present day English; both as major and minor forms of
word formation. He noted that compounds are the most productive word form
followed by blending.

Amul cartoons in the newspaper regularly come up with neologisms such as
“Natwarious” The Times of India, 2014) and “neutralicious” The Times of India,
2015), which provide ESL learners with nutritious food for learning.

Tum com ho interfere HE’S BECOME
karne wagle? NATWARIOUS ?

i e AMUE—
\=. TRAIlthis neutralicioussnack! || = SENSATIONAL SPREAD !
Figure 1 (TOI, 2015) Figure 2 (TOI, 2014)

ISSN: Print 2229-6557, Online 2394-9244 FORTELL Issue No.38, January 2019



20 Ravindra B. Tasildar

The “Laughing Tree” column from the newspaper supplement The Speaking
Tree helps teachers and learners of English to clear the confusion related to the
spellings and meanings of words. Two examples are given here. “Be Generous”
(The Speaking Tree, 2016) takes us through the words excepted, accepted and
expected, while “Missing Appendix” (The Speaking Tree, 2016) demonstrates the
usage of the two meanings of the word appendix.

LAUGHING TREE ;
. . .
Missing Appendix
Be Generous gApper
At church recently, I stopped to study A su goes fo return some
an announcement promoting the books borrowed from the library.
youth choir’s sandwich salé. Being Thalibirin daips aﬂer hieckin
an English teacher, I couldn’t resist q Ip: g :
the temptation. o correct the last the books, “Sir your books are
line, which read “Donations :
Excepted.” I crossed out the misused alwa}fs returned with the’,lqsg page
word and penciled in “Donations missing in every boqk‘ .The
Accepted.” Afer the service, I surgeon replies, “I can’t stop myself
glanced at the announcement again, 2 s di
this time noting yet another ﬁ om removing atn app enax
penciled-in correction. It now read whenever I see one....”

“Donations Expected.”

Figure 3 (The Speaking Tree, 2016)  Figure 4 (The Speaking Tree, 2016)

“Laughing Tree” also helps the teacher to introduce the learners to blends, e.g.
seenager (The Speaking Tree, 2017), meaning senior teenager.

Minor Types of Word Formation

Some examples of minor forms of word formation are given in the following
table:

Table 1
Minor examples of word formation

Blends chocolicious (Oct 23, 2013, p. 1) | ‘stantastic’ (Sept 13, 2016,

n.p.)
save-cation, braincation (7imes | ‘brangelina’ (Sept 21, 2016, p.
Life, Dec 29, 2013, p. 3) 18)

grandacation, staycations (7imes | ‘sanTina’ (Oct 29, 2016)
Life, Jan 26, 2014, p. 1)
gymtimidated (7imes Life, Feb | trumponomics (Jan 30, 2017,
9,2014, p.1) p. 13)

group-cation glocal (Times Life, Aug 16,
(Times Life, Aug 7, 2016, p. 3) | 2017, p. 3)

Lee-Bops (Aug 7, 2016, p. 24) | hanxiety (Times Life, Jan 14,
2018, p. 3)
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Clippings | vocab (Jan 1, 2015, p. 3), lab, plaint (Nov 17, 2016, p.3),
rehab (Jan 24, 2017, p. 6)

Coinages | egg-cellence, egg-licious babymoon (7imes Life, Dec
(Times Life, Aug 3, 2014, p. 2) | 29, 2013, p. 3)
‘cellfies” (Nov 29, 2016, p. 11)

ACRONYMS

Almost every page in a newspaper carries a number of acronyms. This is because
space constraints compel the section editors to use short forms, abbreviations and
acronyms. Acronyms such as AMMA, BRICS, GOBAR, KAUSHAL, MUDRA,
NOTA, SAKSHAM, SEBI, USTAAD may be helpful to students who are
preparing for competitive exams.

SAMPLE TASKS

All the lexical items discussed so far can be used to help the ESL learners develop
their vocabulary. Some sample tasks that help the learners to do this are:

Scan the newspapers given to you and perform the following tasks.
1.  Make a list of neologisms ending with -acation, -icious, -ship.

2. Identify the blended words in Brangelina, gymtimidated, haxiety and
SanTina.

Apart from providing examples for understanding minor types of word formation,
English language newspapers in India generally include news about preparation of
new dictionaries by researchers/practicing teachers, surveys of online dictionaries,
the publication of new dictionaries and their reviews. For example, in the
Kolhapur Special supplement of The Times of India, Pune edition, a news item by
Mulla (2007) mentions that around 150 compound words, from Dr. Ambedkar’s
English writings have been included in the dictionary of English words under
preparation. Some of these words are deep-seated, hero-worship, blood-king and
counter-claims.

NEW WORDS IN THE OXFORD ENGLISH DICTIONARY

Newspapers also provide information of new entrants in the Oxford English
dictionary. Following are the headlines of the news items indicating new entrants
in English dictionaries.

1. “‘Bestie’, ‘wackadoodle’ latest addition to Oxford Dictionary” (701, 2014).
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The news items also mention the inclusion of words such as ‘beatboxer’,
‘scissor-kick’, erap shoot” and ‘bookaholic’.

2. “Indian kitchen goes global, keema, papad now English words” (TOI, 2015)

3. “‘Jugaad’, ‘Kitty Party’ Find Place in Oxford English Dictionary” (70I,
2015)

The news item not only mentions the inclusion of 240 plus words of Indian origin
in the latest edition of the Oxford English dictionary, it also gives the meanings
of some of these words. These words are: Jugaad (a colloquial term for a fix),
Kitty party (a social gathering, mainly of women), Videshi (of foreign origin) and
mixie (a food mixer). Along with digitally relevant words such as bloggy and
bloggabble, we also find a lexical set of words derived from Tweeter—retweet,
tweetable, tweetheart, tweeterverse and tweetup.

4.  “YOLO’, ‘Merica’ “clicktivism’ enter Oxford Dictionary” (701, 2016)

The news item mentions the origin of the acronym YOLO meaning “you only
live once”, gives the usage of Merica and the meaning of clicktivism. Merica
(a truncated form of America) is often used ironically to draw attention to
stereotypical American ideals, institutions, or traditions. The word clicktivism
describes the use of social media and other online methods to promote a cause.

5. “Aiyoh! It’s there in the dictionary!” (The Hindu, 2016)

WORD OF THE YEAR
Newspapers also update their readers with regard to the “word of the year”. The

news items not only list these words, but also provides their meanings. Following
are some instances. (The newspaper clippings are appended to this paper.)

a.  Xenophobia: Online lexicon’s word of the year (701, 2016).

According to this news item regarding Dictionary.com’s word of the year, the site
defines xenophobia as “fear or hatred of foreigners, people from different cultures,
or strangers.”

b.  “‘Post-truth’ is Oxford lexicon’s word of the Year” (70Ol 2016)

The feature lists ten words over the last ten years, from 2007 to 2016. It also gives
the meanings of words such as adulting, Brexiteer, Latinx, coulrophobia, hygge,
and woke. For instance, Brexiteer is a person in favour of the UK withdrawing
from the European Union, and Latinx is a person of Latin American origin or
descent, used as a gender-neutral or non-binary alternative to Latino or Latina.

c. “Was 2016 a dream or a nightmare? It was SURREAL” (70O, 2016)
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The column not only gives the origin and meaning of the word “surreal”, which
is described as “Merriam Webster’s word of the year”, but also mentions the
meanings of words such as bigly, assumpsit, revenant and feckless, among others.
For instance the word revenant reads: Leonardo DiCaprio played one in a movie.
It describes one that returns after death or a long absence.

a.  “Why ‘youthquake’ is word of the year” (701, 2017)

In the news, “Why ‘youthquake’ is word of the year”, Jennifer Schuessler (2017)
mentions the words of the year chosen by Merriam-Webster and Cambridge
Dictionary. She also provides the meaning of the Oxford Dictionary word of the
year for 2017 “Youthquake™ as: “a significant cultural, political or social change
arising from the actions or influence of young people”.

b.  “Aadhaar” is Oxford’s first Hindi word of the year 2017 (7O, 2018).

The news item also mentions other shortlisted Hindi words of the year such as
notebandi, swachh, vikas, Yoga and Bahubali.

THE MEANINGS OF WORDS IN ARTICLES

In the following examples, the articles give the words related to a term as well as
their meanings. In the article “are you in a Textationship?”, Nona Walia (7imes
Life, 2016) gives a list of words such as benching, layby, ghosting, zombieing and
cupcaking, along with their explanations. Some news items may give differences
between words such as wooing and dating.

are you ina TERMS OUT OF VOGUE
Fiancé/fiancée: You don't refer to ]
TMAIIII . Nsm your partner as fiancé/fiancée any- ¥
Not familiar? How about Draking, Ghosting or Cupcalking? & run-through of more. Millennials don't like labels.
the latest terms in the ‘wire: You are either seeing each other or 4
e e married. There's no in-between ‘prom- |
ised land".

Woo: In the virtual world, dating is a
very complicated game. Wooing in the
traditional form has somewhat lost its
charm. And in the present dating culture,
wooing isn't restricted to any men.
Women woo men too.

Figure 5 (Times Life, 2016)
In the article, “Lunchbox”, by Amin Ali (Z7imes Life, 2017), the change in the
meaning of the English word “tiffin” has been highlighted in the box.
Did You Know?

Tiffin is a variation of the English slang tiffing, meaning “having a little drink”.
The word got Indianized and become tiffin during the days of the Raj.
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In another article by Nona Walia (Zimes Life, 2018) “The ‘Sisu’ within you’, the
meaning of this Finnish word has been given separately in an ellipse.

‘Sisu’ actually means your strength lies in your gut, literally. When someone
has ‘sisu’, it means he or she encompasses extreme perseverance and dignity in
the face of adversity.

LEXICAL SETS OF NEOLOGISMS

Newspapers can also help ESL teachers and learners with lexical sets. In the
examples considered here, the terms related to relationships, health and wellness,
pop culture and travel are not only listed but also explained. Although such
neologisms can also be found on online sources such as www.urbandictionary.
com and Wiktionary, they are not grouped as lexical sets.

In the list of words describing relationships, there are terms such sharenting,
dadzillas, flirtationship, etc. (Times Life, 2013). Parents are referred to as sharents
and dadzillas are domestic super-dads, who usually drop their kids to school,
attend PTA meetings, change nappies, cook and do household chores with
masculine obsessiveness as their wives go to work. Similarly, in the list of travel
words (Times Life, 2013), we come across words such as save-cation, braincation,
and babymoon, and their meanings.

Travel

Sharenting
o

‘Also known as Hail Mary Moons, this
unique-themed travel trend caught the
attention of couples going through a
rough patch. A Save-cation is a holiday
that endeavours to save a failing marriage
o relationship as a last ditch attempt.

networking profles. These ‘sharents' want o share
their parenthood experiences with the world atlarge,
adayatat "

Slow Love
An extension of the Slow Movement, Slow Love was
endorsed by dating gurus as a response to today’s
urban hook-up culture, where most love

physical passion. It's an approach that makes
for safer romantic relationships in a world of

§ Health & Wellness

addictive sexual dating. TR Superseeds

" Y "Pumpkin, chia, hemp and sunflower seeds, among £
Dadzillas Crowdfundin i ] il T
Domestic super-dads 7Musicians, fimmakers, ray discovered that they pack a nutritional punch. -

wereey and enepreneurs ook o

beverages. snacks and energy bars
013t

ambiions working [l 40930k g - e
’ Hybrid yoga Sy i A vacation taken by
' Musica yog, zyyga and aqua POP culture | expecting coupies. Babymoon
e ; became the hottest travel
Womaniya trend after Brit royals Prince
‘The term was coined as William and Kate Middleton
meetings, change nappies. £ 4 T.““ﬁ‘:”?:i?:.; thetitle of a Bollywood went on one to the secluded
e ) 1 e sar i film song (from Gangsof | Caribbean islands of
obscssvenes s their b | strall combines one- Wasseypur) and quickly Mustique this February. It's
wives go t0 work. 9 ov-nepbyacal teragy rose in popularity as the ideal for couples to spend
; with masage.asanas -
i { i 2 and meditative new descriptor of desi some private lﬂOl‘ﬂenT-SL [ .
Flg?auonsﬁm ? \ [ brcathing, while aqua cool while th 5 oget Setjetting
‘The fastest-growing 4 \ - ‘Yoga s low-impact U e i weighs them down. ‘This year, we saw a rise in ‘location

relationship trend,

Flirtationship. vacations', a tourism phenomenon,

where one visits a place depicted in
his/her favourite movie, like the

from the film became a
memorable fashion

7 {q statement. .‘N
. roshitls  eebo Musical ‘Alnwick Castlein
arrying ovrsied toes i th crookofthe clhow. ¢ <
a fashion fad made famous by model-turncd-designer 3D action ruled movies Northumberland (Hogwarts in
relationship r Victoria Beckham, got a big thumbs down by ‘A big trend in the warld of music the Harry Potter series). A
‘where you are & health experts, who termed the resulting medical Hollywood was the way videos became more ke perfect holiday idea for

‘more than just hazard, Poshitis. According to them, this pose can cause

friends but not in 4 inflamed shoulder tendons, muscle pull,severe back and
/ neck pain and in worst cases, difficulty in sleeping.

commitment; injury to the spine and even paralysis!

where you flrt

and speak

suggestively with

short films,in the way they looked a5 diehard cinema buffs.
well as in storyteling. Whik big-rame
| Hollywood filmmakers directed some
visually stunning videos (David Fincher g 8
for Justin Timberake's Suit & ), &
starslie Katy Perry and Laiy
Gaga created mini movies

It's no coincidence that
Hollywood's biggest
blockbusters were 3D
action films. From Iron
Man 3 and Pacific Rim to

Braincation
| Busy executives battled tech
addiction by going on gadget-

Inversion therap
Arag i the West for reating depression, back pain, B, e
Stress and forcorrecting posture, Inversion therapy Gravity, practically v
‘came to India when its specialised table was introduced action movie got a 3

here. An inversion tabl s like  flexble bed that twists release to meet the

and siretches with you. It uses the carth’s graviy and audiences' demand.

‘your body's weight 0 stretch the muscles and the spine.

free holidays. On a braincation,
you temporarily shut off all the
digital gadgets in your life and
reconnect with nature.

T w ——

getting.
physically

Figure 6 (Times Life, 2013) Figure 7 (Times Life, 2013)
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VOCABULARY DEVELOPMENT THROUGH CARTOONS

Teaching English language through cartoons is not a new idea. Cartoons, may
be used to explain lexicographical features such as definitions of words, or
words often confused with one another. Some examples include: definition of the
grammatical term ‘proper noun’ (701, 2017), words or spellings often confused
(TOI, 2017) and words with multiple meanings, e.g, “charge” (701, 2018).

g ‘ She's a special advisor to the White House
il —she's teaching him how to spell. ¥
— 4

‘mjA Proper noun is a noun that ~
does not begin with e-

e-wallet |
e-commerce
e-tailing

Figure 8 (TOI, 2017) Figure 9 (TOI, 2017)

POLL LINGO

The feature “P-ictionary” (701, 2014), gives a glossary of election-related A-Z
terms

such as incumbency, undercurrent, psephologist, NOTA, and X-clusionary.

et SUNDAY SPECIAL : 17
LEHAR 2
ASSET TioN INCUMBENCY b e ot | | VOTE memeoisy
medi proper noun forthe et e rareriedass Savouring st as mach fyou e
e ., one-with-the-S6-inch-chest. In ‘sure recipe for i electoral are on the right side of it. For Wil it be Jaya or Mamata ‘apparently is a bit of afitness
i d ‘poll season it turns into a more: discovered that its uid it be the f freak in ths. His advice .
pod oBg Boen csring tat don'stop o yousart,
¢ W NI cobE e b e
BALLOT OF CONDUCT REGIONAL PARTIES WHATSAPP
iegd mighterthan the 4 s i i
bullet, except the latter doesn't - 3 picture of perfect beauty, but ‘that “every baar, humaari sarkar’, | used to get their message
s dlioon hether s UPK NDA, Ui | 3crss,5ut someimes the
former i Geting raughty with he Som have Al n thoic ack The atest exampl
ing the baddies PO | et pat iz ames, e AIADMK, ATG.. o ge iankcalls fum
There's a whole new language that comes ey — Htg T LA
into play in an election year. Sunday Times campaigning”
brings you up to speed on the poli lingo
i mwhqﬁd‘h ‘to describe the politics of the
* minorities or his P
GOVERNANCE THIRD FRONT o romthec mm?""”ﬂw
N As long as you're winning, it's a. hwmmmsim’m‘ds\u power?
—~ ome | YOGA .
rldats, Rope theyt Butine
t depand
Congress) ‘
4 UNDERCURRENT & zamanar
N, s notan Englishphrase “The Electon Cormalsion's varkos Those guy A
used to show how hilarious you handbooks don't spell out this rule, ‘swing with more authority than and partis ke to claim s thousands of generous, public-
n on, buta sansiit y Wi team, il l s ‘working strongly n thelr minded candidates leave behind
i chant desgned o how shioonit~ thekworls e o favour when opinion polls with the EC after they have had
1 L yourdevtion’s B vapos o why it alwent wrong
Sa L\

Figure 10 (TOI, 2014)

This poll lingo defines the political terms in a sarcastic manner. For example,
the word zamanat has been explained as “the security deposit that thousands
of generous, public-minded candidates leave behind with the EC (Election
Commission) after they have had their few weeks of wholesome family

entertainment.”
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SOCIAL MEDIA LINGO

In a news items by Medha Dutta (701, 2015), readers are acquainted with the
meanings of words such as selfie, bestie, and duckface alongside Shakespeare’s
contribution to English vocabulary.

Selfie: A photograph person or thing) by ACTION WORDS > Inbox SHAKESPEARE'S Like It, Act I,

that one has taken of unexpectedly > Tweet » Skype CONTRIBUTION Scene VIl

oneself, typically one appearing in the » Hashtag > Unlike Addiction: Othello, Fashionable: Troilus

taken witha camera’s field of view » WhatsApp » Unfriend Act I, Scene Il and Cressida, Act

smartphone or webcam  as the picture is taken, > Google Assassination: 111, Scene lil

and uploaded to a typically as a prank or Macbeth, Act |, Manager: A

social media website practical joke Scene VIl Midsummer Night's

Bestie: A person's best Duckface: A term Bedazzled: The Dream, Act V,

friend; avery close friend  used to describe the Taming of the Scene |

Group hug: A hug face made if you Shrew, Act IV, Swagger: Henry V,

shared by three or push your lips together Scene V Act Il, Scene IV/A

more people inagroup,  inacombination Cold-blooded: Midsummer Night's

typically as an ofapoutand a King John, Act Il Dream, Act IlI,

expression of support pucker, giving the Scene | Scene |

or solidarity impression you have Dishearten: Henry Uncomfortable:
Spoil a larger and V, Act IV, Scene | Romeo and Juliet,

photograph of (a bigger lips Eventful: As You Act 1V, Scene V

Figure 11 (TOI, 2015)

ETYMOLOGICAL INFORMATION OF WORDS

“The pie story” (TOI, 2017) not only provides the evolution in the meaning of the
word pie over the centuries, but it also describes the usage of the phrase “a finger
in every pie”. In another instance (70I, 2017), readers are acquainted with the
use of the words groupfie and selfie. It explains selfie as “short for self-portrait”.

NEW AGE ACRONYMS AND SLANGS

In the feature “BRB After checking Oxford Dictionary” (701, 2016), learners
are acquainted with Oxford English Dictionary updates of acronyms such as
deffo (definitely), BRB (be right back), AFK (Away from the keyboard), SYS (see
you soon). In addition,

. BRB AFTER CHECKING :
the meanings of slangs | OXFORDDICTIONARY (&2 .k, LOL
« : 5 3 | Enghn itonay ek opted o A0 BT ater Texting acronyms can stump
such as “Stupid O’clock”  haicazits= e ne S i

Mom:Your great-aunt just passed
away. LOL.
Son:Why is that funny?
Mom: It’s not funny, David!
Son: Mom, LOL means
laughing out loud.

Mom: I thought it meant lots of
love! I have to call everyone back.

(a time of the day that
is extremely early or
late) and “Listicles”
(online  newspaper |

. . ROFL B \ . § i . ©
or magazine articles b ; ; e S i
. convey great . . 4 4
presented in the form of p = . ) Delgies N
a list) are also provided. g
. . BOVVER AR lom: o L any
Similarly, through “The Breu-mE- MU Tell Fot TTYL mean?
. ok derte 1200 AT LR A Son: I don’t know, love you,
Laughing Tree” column Eiizici oy talk 1o you late
. . Roct M teniiaat o Mom: Okay, I will ask your sister
in The Speaking Tree F=tl e L — lifebuzz.com

supplement, learners are  po 0 1> (707, 2016)  Figure 13 (TOL 2018)
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acquainted with texting acronyms such as LOL, WTF, IDK, LY and TTYL (The
Speaking Tree, 2018).
THE WORDS ‘LOST’ AND ‘FOUND’

While reporting on a project, a team of linguists at the University of York, UK,
gives the meanings of eighteen lost words in the column “The ‘Lost” Words” (7he
Times of India, 2017). Some of them are given here:

Peacockize = To pose or strut ostentatiously

Merry-go-sorry = A mixture of joy & sorrow

Ambodexter = One who takes bribes from both sides

Percher = A person who aspires to a higher rank or status

Downsabel = Applied generically to a sweetheart, “lady-love”

The feature “Are you one of these notable types?” (The Times of India, 2016)

introduces the terms related to notebandi in India such as “queuepids”, “cashless
virgins”, “the note-worthies”, “the white-washers”, “the remonetisers” and

“change-makers”.

HOMOPHONES IN DIFFERENT LANGUAGES

In one of the features “To kiss is to piss in Sweden” (70I, 2016), readers are
acquainted with words that sound the same, but have different meanings in
different countries.

- GIFT
TOKISSISTO = = ‘e
PISS IN SWEDEN i - chocolates or flowers, takes

THONG
Atype of

underwear in UK,
asinister turn in Germany, in US and Australia
English, one of the most popular languages where the word asking for a thong
across the world, has many words that COOKIE means poison will get you a pair of
sound the same but have different Britain and the O e summer-appropriate
meanings in different countries. A US agree on what / i S‘:’Elind shoes
a cookie constitutes. / EnglanZ's st 3

look at some words and their . .

different deﬁnitior)s: In Hungary, however,

cookie, spelled ‘koki', commonword for BRAT

= A urinating actually Means a
Kiss DA is  small penis @ means small  spoil child in US
Not such a % e WoEd > 7 and UK. But in Russia,
romantic word e means k PRESERVATIVES 2 Poland, Ukraine and
in Sweden, where < dood Préservatifs is Croatia, brat
Tt means BARF o b mean:
e it French for cans
o wee British slang 5 condom FART 3 brother
for being sick In England,
AN means snow to fart means to
TR  in Farsh, Urdu pass wind. Butin
and Hindi Norway, Denmark
/ Aderogatory and Sweden, it
term in the UK and ‘d
US, but in Sweden, S CHAES

slut means final. Like
slutstation is end of the |
\ train line and slutspurt ,
N\ isafinalsale
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In UK, a good
chap is decent
person. In America, it's
a decent pair of leather

leggings womnby & =
cowboys

Figure 14 (TOI, 2016)
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WORDS AND IDIOMS IN OTHER LANGUAGES

A feature on words that describe emotions but are difficult to express in other
languages, (The Times Special, 2017), gives the meanings of words such as
Shinrin-yoku, Wabi-sabi, Natsukashii’ (Japanese), Yuan bei (Chinese), Saudade
(Portuguese) and Sehnsucht (German). For instance, Shinrin-yoku (Japanese)
means “the relaxation gained from bathing in the forest, figuratively or literally”.
Similarly, in one of the articles, Joeanna Fernandes (701, 2017) gives the
meanings of some untranslatable Indian idioms such as Lethi (Oriya), Pond Paaka
and Naeka (Bangla) and Saand (Marathi and Hindi). According to the article,
saand is “Literally a stud bullock, but refers to a layabout who is absolutely
irresponsible and not fit to take familial responsibilities”.

CLASSROOM ACTIVITIES

The use contemporary lexical items make vocabulary development an enjoyable
exercise for ESL learners. Some tasks that involve the use of newspapers to
introduce lexical items to ESL learners include:

1. Read the news items given to you and complete the following table.

Year Indian Words Oxford’s Hindi Oxford Lexicon’s | Merriam-
Included in the | Word of the Year | Word of the Year | Webster’s

Oxford English Word of
Dictionary the Year
2016
2017
2018

Scan the newspapers given to you and perform the following tasks.

2. Write the different meanings of the word charge as indicated in the following
cartoon.

While we wait for the judge
to frame the charge,
may | charge my phone?

N«

Figure 15 (TOI, 2016)
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3. Explain the difference between the following words:
a.  Excepted and expected
b.  Wooing and dating
c. Parents and sharents
d.  Selfie and groupfie
4.  Trace the origin of the word selfie and explain its full form.

5. Make sentences using the following words: Google, like, tweet, WhatsApp,
both as nouns and verbs.

6.  Write the meanings of the following words:

a.  Ambodexter
b. Bestie

c.  Bookaholic
d.  Brexiteer

e. Percher

f.  Psephologist

g.  Seenager

CONCLUSION

There are various special purpose dictionaries such as Dictionary of Spelling,
Dictionary of Word Origins, Dictionary of Pronunciation and Dictionary of
Abbreviation, to name a few. However, barring pronunciation, also an important
lexicographical aspect, a newspaper clarifies various other aspects of words
such as spelling, meanings, etymology, words often confused, acronyms, usage
of words, and even meanings of emojis (701, 2017). Moreover, all of these are
illustrated pictorially in headlines, news items, features, jokes and cartoons. With
the focus on the semantic aspect of vocabulary, newspapers can hence be used
like dictionaries in the English classes. Nowadays, ESL teachers and learners
often consult online dictionaries through their smart phones to look up a word. In
the absence of print dictionaries (Advanced learner’s or pocket), and also when
mobile phones are not allowed, newspapers can be handy for classroom purposes.
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APPENDIX

‘Post-truth’ is Oxford
lexicon’s word of the year

LATINX & OTHERS THAT DIDN'T MAKE IT

Adulting ) Alt-right ) An ideological
Practice of grouping associated with
behavinginaway  extreme conservative or
characteristicof a  reactionary viewpoints, &
responsible adult  characterised by a rejection
of mainstream politics
Brexiteer) and by the use of online
media to disseminate
controversial content

emoji
2014 Vape
favour of the UK 2013 | Selfie
withdrawing

WAS 2016 A DREAM OR OTHER WORDS IN THE TOP
Arare and sometimes archa
AR VWA o, Sl
 col mir
LAST 10 YEARS =  han o Tmp, o vas ond o
IN 10 WORDS irati i using 'big league as an adverb but
ummahlmm
2016 Posttruth St entuy s e o
S 1924, It wasn't untl 1937 that Sevorable | ok o imary i

‘surreal’ began to exist on its own, say le)
HOW DID MERRIAM REACH THIS CONCLUSION

technically a noun

| Considered a ‘nonstandard'
word for regardless. It's best avoided

pany

2012|

/AR

challenging circumstances

of

Icon | This spike came after Prince’s

fromthe Chatbot ) Computer program designed to and Gif Major spikes in lookups for the word came after:
European Union simulate conversation with human users. 2011 | Squeezed ok e Shakeh
P74 Glass cliff  sed vith reference to asituationin  Middle > Bastille Day massacre in Nice in July
[TICXCILEUTRITE  which a woman or member of aminority 2010 Big society > Coupattemptin Turkey alsoinJuly
. o ascends to a leadership position in and Refudiate S N T R A

Single biggest spike:

Coulrophobia ) Extreme or irrational
fear of clowns. Clown hysteria spread
across the world with reports of

scary clown sightings and attacks by
them. The frenzy was born in South
Carolina in late August

Hygge ) A quality of cosiness.
and le conviviality that

Latinx ) A person of Latin
HL

2009 | Simples and
Unfriend

} in African-American

> On November , the day Trump went
from candidate to president-elect

2008 Credit crunch > Smaller spikes reported after
and Hypermiling the death of Prince in April
2007 | Carbon > Afterthe June
footprint and shnulmgsanhe p ”
Locovore Pulse nightclub ¢
in Orlando, _M
| Woke ) originally Florida -

‘engenders a feeling of
JLehol wded 252 defining.

used as a g

g
_toinisti

Oxfords top choice
insociery | | POST-TRUTH

Figure 16 (TOI,

b.

2016)

)

Apil21 death,along it surreal
Assumpsit | Frthe ot alegal e vt Lt

roots for

Medelluxlumrymsmhmmus
'Mofsomeﬂ\lmmnrmde rable

Supreme Court Justice Ruth Bader G
used tinabrief concurring pinion i June a

In ominia paratus | A Latin
phrase for ‘ready for al things'

Revenant | Leonardo Dicaprio
played one in a movie. Itdescribes
‘one that returns after death or
along absence’

| Means weak or worthless. It's how
President-elect Mike Pence described
President Obama's foreign policy

Figure 17 (TOI, 2016)

THE 'LOST'
WORDS

Have you ever been betrumped by a losenger? ‘Betrumped' and ‘losenger’ may
sound gibberish to us, but a team of linguists at the University of York, UK, think the
words have relevance even today. The team spent three months searching through
old books and dictionaries to create a list of 30 ‘lost’ words. A look at some of them:

Betrump | To deceive,
cheat, elude

Losenger | A flatterer,
alying rascal
Hugger-mugger |
Concealment, secrecy
Peacockize | To pose
or strut ostentatiously
Merry-go-sorry | A
mixture of joy & sorrow
Awhape | To amaze,
stupefy with fear,
confound utterly
Quacksalver | A
person who dishonestly

claims knowledge of or
skill in medicine
Snout-fair | Havinga
fair countenance; fair-
faced, comely, handsome
Stomaching | Full of
malignity, givento
cherish anger
Wasteheart | Used to
express grief, pity,
regret, disappointment
Ambodexter | One
who takes bribes from
both sides
Slug-a-bed | One

who lies long in bed

through lazi i
Percher | A person who
aspires to a higher
rank or status
Sillytonian | A silly or

gullible person

Rouzy-bouzy |
Boisterously drunk
Momist | A harsh critic

Ruff | To swagger,
bluster, domineer. To
ruff it out / to brag or
‘ boastof a thmg i
Dowsabel | Applied
genericallytoa
sweetheart, ‘lady-lo

Figure 18 TOI,

2017)

Ravindra B. Tasildar is Associate Professor at the Department of English and Post-Graduate
Research Centre, S. N. Arts, D. J. M. Commerce and B. N. S. Science College, Sangamner,
(Maharashtra). He has been teaching English language and literature to graduate and post-graduate
students since the last twenty-two years.

ravishmil@gmail.com

FORTELL Issue No0.38, January 2019

ISSN: Print 2229-6557, Online 2394-9244



