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From Page to Stage: National Seminar
at Rajdhani College, University of
Delhi

A report by Bharti Sharma

The English Literary Association, Rajdhani College organized a National Seminar
on “Text to Performance: Drama in Classroom and Beyond” in collaboration
with FORTELL on 27 February 2019. Despite notions of superiority of the
written word, there has always been a fascination for the audio-visual medium
of expression. With literature being treated as elitist and theatre as being treated
for the masses, the idea of transforming a text into a performance is to make it
more approachable to the people and also to impart a more synaesthetic appeal
to the text.

The aim of the seminar was to analyze the pedagogical nuances related to reading,
studying and teaching drama in the classroom, and also to take drama beyond
the classroom for better understanding of the text. The seminar addressed drama
in all its modes and variations, including literary drama, amateur theatre, realist
theatre and folk theatre. One of the objectives of the seminar was to decipher the
role of drama in social and political contexts, particularly in the current digital
era, in which the young generation of playwrights and performers constantly
endeavour to make their productions available to a large audience. The discussion
also revolved around the relationship between theory and practice, and brought
together academics, researchers and practitioners of drama to understand the
process of evolution from text to performance.

The seminar began with a “Welcome Address” by Principal Dr. Rajesh Giri, who
observed that the topic was of interest to all as we have a natural tendency to
learn better from visual experience. Dr. Rachna Sethi, Convenor, English Literary
Association, outlined the idea and concept behind the topic of the seminar. She
highlighted the performative aspect of theatre that is often neglected or ignored
when teaching drama in the classroom. She also talked about sensitizing students
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to the vibrant Delhi theatre scene.

Professor G. J. V. Prasad from the Centre of English Studies, Jawaharlal Nehru
University was invited as the Keynote Speaker. He discussed drama as being an
inseparable part of human experience; he observed that drama has always been in
and beyond the classroom since we all are born performers. The Guest of Honour,
Professor Raj Kumar, Head, Department of English, University of Delhi focused
on the representation of the Dalits in Indian regional drama. He opined that Indian
playwrights have usually been prejudiced in their portrayal of Dalit characters,
pushing them into marginalized and minor roles.

The first session, chaired by Dr. Varsha Gupta, had enlightening and stimulating
presentations by Dr. Sanjay Kumar (Hans Raj College), Dr. Payal Nagpal (Janki
Devi Memorial College) and Mr. Siddharth N. Kanoujia (Hindu College). Dr.
Sanjay Kumar emphasized that the history of theatre is the history of defiance
and resistance, and in the present time, it is a mark of resistance against the State
and the market. He talked of drama as an expression of radicalism in political
and social contexts and shared his experiences as a theatre practitioner while
talking about the challenges he has to constantly face. Dr. Payal Nagpal discussed
the changes and experimentation in theatre that are in tandem with the socio-
historical transitions. She traced the trajectory of theatrical forms, starting from
the naturalistic and expressionistic theatre to illusionistic theatre to the epic
theatre of Bertolt Brecht. Mr. Siddharth N. Kanoujia led an interesting discussion
on the pedagogical challenges of teaching Shakespeare to a heterogeneous group
of students. He observed that while diversity should be encouraged, it poses its
own challenges when it comes to teaching drama in the classroom.

Ms. Divya Bajpai Jha chaired the next session that focused on performance
as an art. The resource persons for this session had two theatre actors and
practitioners, Mr. Bhaskar Jha (an alumnus of Rajdhani College) and Mr. Piyush
Kumar. They highlighted the importance of observation, ambience, costume
and voice modulation among actors. They suggested that actors should be open
to understanding the director’s perspective while retaining their individual
expression. They emphasized the need for actors to establish a dialogue with the
audience in order to have an impactful performance.

The day ended with an entertaining Indianized adaptation of Alexander Pope’s The
Rape of the Lock, by the students of B. A. Eng. (H) II year under the direction of
Ms. Neha Gaur. The play conveyed a powerful message by connecting the theme
of the performance to the current #MeToo movement. The professional theatre
practitioners present shared feedback and insights with the amateur-student actors.
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The day ended with closing observations by Mr. Shafiqul Alam, who discussed
the transformation that a text undergoes as it moves from words to a multi-layered
performance.

The seminar was successful in realizing its objectives. During the course of the
day, the speakers discussed various aspects of text and performance, including
different types of dramas; technical aspects and reception of a theatrical
performance; the problems that activist theatre faces; and the theatrical challenges
that the performers have to deal with while representing a textual character on
stage.

Dr. Bharti Sharma teaches English literature and language at Rajdhani College, University of Delhi.
Her areas of interest are romantic poetry, feminist writings, postcolonial literatures and American
fiction. She specializes in Canadian fiction.

bhartisharma.dr@gmail.com
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Call for Papers

January 2020 Issue

Special Theme:
Teaching and Learning of English in Multilingual Contexts

As a result of globalization and exponential growth of information and
communication technology English has become the language of higher education,
international trade and upward mobility all over the world. This has led the
education planners to focus on English as a compulsory subject from very early
stage as part of curriculum. English language has thus occupies a dominating role
in multilingual societies, and has evolved itself into a complete language with
distinct features resulting from its active association with dominant languages in
those teaching learning contexts. It is, therefore, imperative to note that English is
not just a language but a composite of many variations based on region, culture,
and competence of the users of English. It need not be seen as a deviant form
but as another language in its own right, heavily influenced and coloured by the
languages prevalent in a specific multilingual context. We invite papers addressing
this linguistic complexity and issues relating to English as a medium of instruction
and tool for construction and dissemination of knowledge.

FORTELL, a peer-reviewed journal of the Forum for Teachers of English
Language and Literature, is published bi-annually in January and July by
FORTELL, New Delhi. Copyright for the individual contribution rests with the
author. However, FORTELL Journal should be acknowledged as the original
source of publication in a subsequent publication. FORTELL retains the right to
republish any of the contributions in its future publications or to make it available
in electronic form for the benefit of its members.

GUIDELINES FOR SUBMISSION

Soft copies of articles/research papers (3000-4000 words), reports (500-
700 words), book reviews, (800-1000 words), language games/activities (400-500
words) should be sent along with a brief bio note of about 25-30 words to the

Coordinating Editor at fortell.journal@gmail.com.

Each article should include an abstract of 100-150 words, and 5-6 keywords. The
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contributors should clearly indicate their name, email address, mobile number,
and complete mailing address with pin code. Contributions should conform to
the sixth edition of the APA style sheet in format, citations and bibliography.
Contributors should also give a declaration that the paper is original and does not
violate the copyright law and it has not been published in any form elsewhere
before. Please look up the website http://www.fortell.org/ regarding guidelines for

submission of the manuscript.
Guest Editors

Om Prakash, School of Humanities and Social Sciences at the Gautam Buddha
University, Greater Noida,(India)

Rajesh Kumar, Department of Humanities and Social Sciences at the IIT Madras,
Chennai,(India)

Last date for submission: August 31, 2019

(Hard copies will be made available only to the Annual Subscribers to Fortell.)
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