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 AI-Assisted Co-Intelligence: Unveiling Authorial 
Intent and Creativity in Modern Short Stories 
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Abstract 

The intention of the author in creating a work of literature has been 
rejected since the advent of New Criticism. This paper challenges the 
rejection of authorial intent by exploring how AI-assisted analysis of 
modern literature provides fresh insights into authorial influence. This 
AI-assisted analysis is based on the four principles of co-intelligence—
an approach emphasizing collaborative and collective intelligence. Such 
analysis covers the flaws of AI and emphasizes the need to understand 
authorial intent in the process of interpreting and appreciating a piece 
of fiction. Further, a teaching pedagogy based on the concept of co-
intelligence is designed by the researcher to provide a model for the 
instructors and students for AI-assisted analysis of literary texts. 
Ultimately, this paper highlights the dynamic interplay between human 
authorship, AI, and co-intelligence in literary analysis, presenting 
the shortcomings of literary analysis done through AI-assistance, 
highlighting the irreplaceability of human creativity.

Keywords: Authorial intent, literary analysis, AI, co-intelligence, human 
creativity.

Traditionally, human storytelling has been done by humans based on 
intent, empathy and lived experiences embedded with consciousness 
and emotional depth. This was rooted in the ability to imitate which 
differentiates humans from other animals (Aristotle, 1951). While AI 
can create complex and engaging narratives that may evoke human 
reactions, these narratives lack the required human intent which is the 
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essence of storytelling. In literary criticism, to study a work of fiction 
by considering its authorial intention was rejected and called the 
‘intentional fallacy (Wimsatt & Beardsley, 1982).’ This was further upheld 
by structuralism which saw texts as self-contained systems (The Editors, 
Encyclopaedia Britannica), and by deconstruction which dismissed this 
and focused on textual meaning arising from diverse discourses (The 
Editors, Encyclopaedia Britannica). Then Barthes (2024, trans.) declared 
the ‘death of the author’ by giving the reader’s interpretation absolute 
importance This paper seeks to challenge the rejection of authorial intent 
by exploring how AI-assisted analysis of modern literature can provide 
fresh insights into authorial influence. The AI-assisted analysis will 
be based on the four principles of co-intelligence. Further, a teaching 
pedagogy has been designed by the researcher which is based on the 
concept of co-intelligence. This pedagogy provides a model for the 
instructors and students for AI-assisted analysis of literary texts. 

The complex, engaging and interactive fiction generated by AI today 
lacks human intent, emotional depth, and consciousness. Capitalizing 
on the Transformer architecture, Large Language Models (LLMs), the 
most advanced of AIs, create context-aware and coherent writing by 
predicting rather than recalling text. AI, thus, could generate large 
combinations and re-combinations of unrelated ideas, adding to them 
little randomness, to create innovative and novel ideas which may 
appear creative to the general reader (Mollick, 2024). To the expert, these 
ideas lack originality or depth. The reason for such superficial creativity 
lies in the primary function of AI—to make the user happy (Mollick, 
2024). Unlike AI, human authors create narratives that are written with 
conscious intention and possess emotional depth and meaning. This 
paper explores the authorial intent in the selected modern short stories to 
point out the peculiarities of human creativity. Through the application 
of AI-assisted pedagogy based on the four rules of co-intelligence, this 
paper reveals the unique creativity of human authors of the selected 
modern short stories.

Modern Short Story: An Individual’s Response to Society

The short story, as a literary art form, requires an author to write in a 
condensed manner and express more in fewer words and characters, 
mostly within a linear plot. Edgar Allan Poe, the pioneer of the short 
story, points out that brevity and coherence are the essential features of 
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this form of literature. Elaborating further, he adds that this form tells a 
brief tale that can be read in one sitting and has coherence sufficient to 
hold the attention of the reader from the beginning to its end (Lawrence, 
1917). “The short story, more than any other form of literature, must have 
individuality; and to have it it must be impregnated with the personality 
of the writer. It is from this source that it derives its colour, its charm, 
its power to arrest and please” (Dawson, 1909). The form of the short 
story was the individual’s response to the society. In the nineteenth 
century, the short story as a form and genre of literature had emerged 
on account of the Industrial Revolution, the advent of the bourgeoisie, 
improved literacy rate and lack of wars. People became busy in their 
occupations which allowed them little time for entertainment. In such a 
scenario, the short story was a feasible source of quick entertainment for 
the employed and the housewives from the middle class. The short story 
became the voice of the individual who was getting disillusioned and 
isolated as the world expanded itself and became more unknown and 
mysterious due to the advent of General Purpose Technologies like the 
steam engine (Mollick, 2024). As a result, the short story became more 
and more laced with the inner workings and personality of the author 
and his apprehensions and observations of the world around him. The 
sparse, abrupt and condensed form of the short story complemented 
these concerns and it became a linear plot about a singular problem at 
hand of a few flat characters. These narratives were often woven out of 
the personal experiences of the author and their reaction to it. Universal 
events like poverty, war, and political protests were presented from an 
individual’s perspective and how the individual coped with it. 

From the point of view of literary criticism, the close reading and textual 
analysis of the short stories were challenging and varied. Modern short 
stories usually had an experimental writing style and subverted the 
conventional tropes, themes and literary elements of a conventional 
narrative. These elements of a modern short story make it unpredictable 
and therefore a good case to put through an AI to discover the textual 
innovation, creativity and intention of its author.

AI-Assisted Co-Intelligence: A Collaborative Method for Literary 
Analysis

Large Language Models (LLMs) like ChatGPT and many others, are 
the latest form of generative AI systems which fall under the category 
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of General Purpose Technologies. There is no set of instructions for its 
usage as well as no single manual providing all its limitations (Mollick, 
2024). The user has to get acquainted by using AI for varied purposes—
whether these be redundant, repetitive tasks or generation of innovative 
ideas—it has to be figured by trial and error. To make the results more 
effective, accurate, innovative and most importantly ethical, Ethan 
Mollick provides four rules for using AI for professional and personal 
purposes in his book Co-Intelligence: Living and Working with AI (2024). 
Since the technology is rapidly evolving, these rules are general and can 
be applied to any present or future version of LLMs. Co-intelligence is 
a collaborative and collective approach to using AI in today’s world. 
Ethan Mollick talks about four rules of co-intelligence which are: invite 
artificial intelligence to the table, be the human in the loop, treat the 
AI as a human, and assume that the AI that you use is the worst one. 
These rules point out to understanding the way AI works and pushing 
it to its boundaries, ensuring that you share the work and do that part 
of it which you are very good at and give the rest to the AI, instructing 
and correcting the AI as one would do to a human and considering the 
present version of the AI as obsolete (Mollick, 2024). 

The first rule of inviting AI to the table aims at gauging AI and its 
potential and limitations. AI, on the one hand, can generate a range 
of innovative ideas, but fails at tasks which require consistency and 
accuracy. The threat of privacy breaches and extreme dependency 
largely looms over us if we keep inviting AI for most of the tasks at 
hand. However, inviting AI to participate in professional and personal 
tasks will help us to minimize the time required for tasks such as report 
writing and creating presentations. It would also help to generate 
crude ideas that humans can then develop fully according to specific 
human needs by taking into consideration the specific personalized 
requirements according to the climate and culture of the community 
they live in. Ethical and legal perspectives about the implementation 
of AI-generated ideas would also be handled well by humans (Mollick, 
2024). 

This leads us to the second rule of co-intelligence, ‘keeping the human in 
the loop.’ The second rule asks the human to be the critical companion 
while interacting with AI. It invites human judgment to be an integral 
part of the decision-making process for complex operations and advises 
against complete automation. This resolves the issues of alignment of 
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this strange and alien machine which may not realize the moral, ethical 
and social norms of humans (Mollick, 2024). The third rule encourages 
humans to treat AI as a person, even though many AI experts are against 
it. Asking AI to assume the role of a particular professional would help 
to get more accurate responses about anything. Mollick (2024) proposes 
that humans can benefit from this collaborative co-intelligence by giving 
a persona to AI and continuously being part of the process of editing 
and guiding. The last rule is an extension of the second rule which 
advises the human user to consider the present version of the AI as 
the worst one. By this, Mollick (2024) argues that by considering the 
present version of AI as obsolete, humans will remember that if the 
previous three rules are not followed, AI will adapt and overtake them. 
The limitations that the current AI possesses are temporary and humans 
must adapt and change to develop a way of coexisting with artificial 
intelligence (Mollick, 2024).

By incorporating the four rules of co-intelligence, this paper proposes to 
articulate a pedagogy designed by the researcher to unveil the authorial 
intent and creativity of the selected short stories with AI assistance. This 
teaching pedagogy would be a step-by-step model for literary analysis. 
It is as follows:

	 l	 Inviting AI to the Table: The student and the instructor must be 
well-versed with the text, reading it thoroughly and discussing 
literary nuances of the text that personally appealed to them. 
Based on the course objectives, specific, detailed prompts which 
consist of two to four lines drafted in simple and clear vocabulary 
with instructions regarding the role and expected outcomes of the 
literary analysis are created by the instructor. The students are 
taught to create such prompts by practising them. 

	 l	 Being the Human in the Loop: The students and the instructor 
must keep refining the prompts according to the requirements 
of the assignment at hand. Provide constructive feedback to AI 
to refine its output. This conversational method will ensure that 
the AI’s responses keep getting better. Students develop problem-
solving and critical thinking skills. This would become the basis 
of student-centred learning.

	 l	 Treat AI Like a Person: The student who is editing or the instructor 
who is guiding the AI should ask it to assume the role of an expert, 
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in this case, the role of language/literature student or instructor. 
This would be based on the course outcomes which have to be 
achieved after the completion of the course. Having a conversational 
tone, and treating the AI as co-editor will improve the quality of 
essays submitted by the students as well as the questions that the 
instructors provide their students for academic assessment. Thus, 
AI-assisted teaching learning will improve the overall output of 
both learners and instructors.

	 l	 Worst Version of AI: This step points out the importance of 
precaution, underlining the importance of adapting to the constant 
improvements taking place with AI and remaining at the top of it 
by being critical of the responses that it generates. Students must 
do a fact-check of all the information provided by the AI as it can 
only predict the next token and cannot recall. All responses by 
AI which require accuracy, precision or the practising of ethical 
human values or following legal laws should be cross-checked by 
the student or the instructor.

The four rules of co-intelligence can thus be incorporated in classrooms 
for quality of education. It would also enhance the competence of both 
students and instructors, provided that they remain human in this 
interaction, where they constantly correct, guide, and make the output 
ethically and legally appropriate.

AI-Assisted Co-Intelligence: Analysis of Selected Modern Short Stories

This paper reveals the authorial intent of the selected modern short 
stories with the help of AI-assistance which will be regulated based on 
the four rules of co-intelligence. The authorial intent will be studied by 
keeping the following objectives in mind:

	 l	 To reveal the literary elements in the selected texts with the 
assistance of ChatGPT 4o which would assume the role of a literary 
critic who is an expert in close reading and textual analysis of the 
selected short stories.

	 l	 To reveal the authorial intent of the selected short stories through 
AI assistance. It will showcase the creativity exhibited by the author 
to make his personal experience or intent public through the short 
story.

	 l	 To point out the creative as well as humane aspects of the selected 
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short stories which are discovered by practising the four rules of 
co-intelligence.

For such an analysis, two coming-of-age stories, namely Through the 
Tunnel (1955) by Dorris Lessing and The Lottery (1948) by Shirley Jackson. 
The following prompts will be put in ChatGPT 4o for the analysis of 
each of the short stories to fulfil the above-mentioned objectives.

	 l	 You are a literary critic who is an expert at close reading and 
textual analysis of modern short stories. Provide a comprehensive 
interpretation of the short story ‘Name of the Short Story’ by ‘Name 
of the author of the said short story’.

	 l	 As a literary critic, take into consideration the biographical details 
of the author to reveal the authorial intent of the short story ‘Name 
of the Short Story’ by ‘Name of the author of the said short story’.

	 l	 As a professor of English, explore the connection between the 
creative elements and authorial intent of the short story ‘Name of 
the Short Story’ by ‘Name of the author of the said short story’.

For the first prompt, ChatGPT gave me the following response:

Figure 1. Through the Tunnel 
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This response is condensed and brief and yet provides a good example 
of literary analysis which talks about themes, symbolism, and literary 
devices and interprets the concluding part of the story.

For the second prompt, ChatGPT 4o gave me the following response:

Figure 2. Through the Tunnel

This response to the analyses of the authorial intent in the short story 
is brief and accurate. However, it misses out on certain important and 
specific aspects of Lessing’s biography which may have pushed her to 
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create such a short, fictional narrative about the parent-child relationship. 
The following quote is a testament to how the author perceived the 
parent-child relationship, “There is a whole generation of women,” she 
has said, speaking of her mother’s era, “and it was as if their lives came 
to a stop when they had children (Lessing, 1994).” The story seems to 
deliberately contrast Jerry’s mother with Lessing’s opinion. This is an 
example of the shortcomings of AI.

For the third prompt, ChatGPT 4o gave me the following response:

Figure 3. Through the Tunnel

It is observed that AI is repetitive. It does not go beyond the broader 
conventions of literary analysis. For example, the symbolic references of 
the red, tanned hand of Jerry’s mother, and the swimming goggles have 
not all been mentioned. Thus, the AI is good at responding with proper 
prompts but misses out on certain details.

The other short story selected for AI-assisted analysis is The Lottery by 
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Shirley Jackson. Following is the response to the first prompt given to 
ChatGPT 4o:

Figure 1. The Lottery

This response is condensed and brief and yet provides a detailed 
analysis of this intense and horrifying short story. The subtle narrative 
style coupled with the suspense and strangeness of the end of the short 
story speaks volumes about Jackson’s views on societal traditions and 
violence.

The following is the response to the second prompt on discovering the 
intention of the author behind writing this short story.
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Figure 2. The Lottery

Figure 3. The Lottery
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Figure 4. The Lottery

AI-Assisted Co-Intelligence: Unveiling Authorial Intent and Creativity...	 153



FORTELL Issue No. 51, July 2025	 ISSN: Print 2229-6557, Online 2394-9244

In the case of this short story, the response generated by ChatGPT 4o 
is elaborate and more accurate. It points out the possible reason for 
Jackson to write this story—the critique of blind tradition and ritual, 
an honest reflection on the nature of mass hysteria, gender, and power 
distribution, and a scathing critique of post-war American conformity—
which are reflected in the use of irony, symbolism, and foreshadowing 
in the story to point out to a complex social critique (Figure 2, 3, 4). 

The following is the response to the third prompt given to ChatGPT 4o 
on the above-mentioned story:

Figure 5. The Lottery
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Figure 6. The Lottery

Figure 7. The Lottery
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As compared to Through the Tunnel, the responses to The Lottery are well 
crafted and detailed (Figures 5, 6, 7). Thus, we find that ChatGPT when 
provided with proper prompts provides more accurate answers. 

Findings

The literary analysis of the selected short stories done through the 
application of AI-assisted pedagogy based on the four rules of co-
intelligence had four findings, namely, (a) clarity and insights were 
found regarding the intention of the author in writing the selected short 
stories, (b) factors like climate, race and political scenarios and personal 
experience of gain or loss shaped the narrative of the selected stories, 
(c) Four rules of co-intelligence were useful to eliminate and cross 
check the analysis provided by AI, (d) human creativity can spring out 
of favourable and unfavourable circumstances, underlining the role of 
resilience and perseverance present in human nature.

Conclusion 

In the digital age, classical literary theories could be revived to 
consolidate the irreplaceability of human creativity. While generative 
AI can create more participatory fiction, literature created by humans 
remains the most creative as it has a conscious intent behind its creation. 
Fiction created by humans has emotive qualities derived from personal 
experience. Furthermore, first-hand experiences of people and places 
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bring an emotional tone to the narrative, inviting the reader to empathize 
with the fictional characters and draw universal conclusions based on 
the individual’s experience. This makes human fictional stories unique.

 While AI gets the broader themes, motifs, symbolism and other literary 
devices, it fails to get the minute intricacies of human nature - the 
mixture of fear, worry and affection of Jerry’s mother for him while she 
tries to understand the forced freedom brought on her by her husband’s 
death or the chilling obviousness with which the youngest child of Mrs. 
Hutchinson is encouraged to pick a stone and participate in her killing, 
normalizing the mass killing under the pretext of tradition. Human 
consciousness and emotional intelligence are essential in understanding 
a literary text as human subjectivity and experience are inherent forces 
driving the sensitive process of creative writing. AI-assisted analysis 
consciously strengthens our understanding of this creative process 
while proving that human creativity is irreplaceable.

The collaborative approach of co-intelligence forms the basis of the AI-
assisted pedagogy designed by the researcher. It helps to enhance the 
teaching-learning process by providing diverse possibilities to explore 
a literary text in a short time. Furthermore, it makes the students 
and instructors more critical of the texts by exposing them to diverse 
perspectives on the text. By following the rules of co-intelligence, 
they can avoid the ‘unintentional fallacy’ committed by AI due to its 
generalized patterns and predicting system based on tokens. Well-
defined course objectives would lead to the creation of well-defined 
prompts for AI. Clear and detailed prompts based on role play and 
details about tone, and style, would provide refined and innovative 
responses from AI. Verifying factual information like publication dates 
and so on is important as AI cannot recall or extract information from 
a database. The AI-assisted pedagogy would provide the students with 
some crude ideas that they can improvise to write academically robust 
essays. Providing continuous feedback to AI in the form of corrections, 
and guidance would lead to the inculcation of critical thinking skills 
in the students and instructors. Lastly, by remembering that AI can 
go wrong at multiple points, the students and instructors would keep 
their dependence on AI to a minimum, treating it like a trainee rather 
than an expert educator. Co-intelligence reduces the ethical challenges 
associated with literary analysis and teaching of literary texts by keeping 
the human in the loop. 
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